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—— Summary

Background : There have been no reports of serious
cases of food poisoning due to the tetramine [(CH;),N"]
contained in whelks’ salivary glands. We report a case in
which ventilator management was required due to
severe type II respiratory failure.

Case : An 81 years-old female, under maintenance
dialysis due to chronic renal failure. After eating whelks,
she had consciousness disorder and respiratory arrest

and was transported to the hospital by ambulance. She
had severe type II respiratory failure and severe mixed
acidosis. We could not diagnose the cause and performed
ventilator management by intubation. She recovered
without any treatment and tetramine was detected in
the remaining whelks.

Conclusion : Tetramine poisoning can be severe in
older people and in cases of organ failure.
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